
 

 
PRODUCING AUDIO SLIDESHOWS IN FINAL CUT PRO 
Use this how-to-guide to help you produce, export and upload audio slideshows to the 
web. You should refer to your Basic Photo Editing and Intro to Audacity hand outs if 
you are confused on audio production and photo editing. 
 
FINAL CUT PRO INTERFACE 
 

 
 

1. The top left window is your BROWSER. 
 

2. The top middle window is referred to as your VIEWER where you can VIEW all 
of your clips that you import in your BROWSER.  
 

3. The right hand window is your CANVAS. Think of it exactly like that. A blank 
canvas where you can play and view your edited work within Final Cut Pro. 



4. The bottom half of the Final Cut Pro interface is your TIMELINE where most of 
your editing work happens. And just to reiterate, playback of your edited work in 
the TIMELINE is viewed on the top right hand window called the CANVAS. 
 

GETTING STARTED 

When opening Final Cut Pro, it may often ask you to locate an external device to 
record video either from a DV tape or raw digital video from a video camera. For the 
purposes of producing an AUDIO SLIDESHOW, ignore this prompt and click 
CONTINUE.  
 
If you plan to use your own external hard drive, your first step when launching Final Cut 
Pro will be to set your scratch disks. Or you can use the internal memory on one of the 
lab computers. Either way, you must also set your scratch disks. It is important to note 
that when using the internal memory on one of the lab computers, you should NOT 
save your project to the desktop. Please save it in the Documents folder, or another 
appropriate and appropriately named location (I suggest identifying your folders with 
your last name and project title). 

SETTING YOUR SCRATCH DISKS: 

1. Final Cut may ask you right when you open the program to authorize or reset 
scratch disks. You can click the “RESET SCRATCH DISKS” button and 
proceed to step two, or once you’re in the program, you can go to the Final Cut 
menu, select System Settings 

2. Click the Set button at the very top and select your external hard drive or the 
appropriate location on the computer hard drive. 

3. Click the Set buttons for Waveform Cache, Thumbnail Cache and Autosave 
Vault and select the same location for all of them. 

4. Hit OK. 

 

 



CHANGING YOUR SEQUENCE SETTINGS: 
You want your slideshow to look good, and in my opinion, BIGGER is BETTER. If 
you’ve followed my tutorial on proper sizing in Photoshop (with the longest size of a 
photo being 2600 pixels, you should export your audio slideshow in Final Cut Pro with 
the appropriate Sequence settings before you begin editing. If you attempt to drag your 
clip from the browser to the timeline and the sequence settings do not match, you will 
see this dialog box: 

 
By selecting yes, you will bring up the dialog 
box which will allow you to adjust the 
sequence settings. Otherwise, Control+Click 
on your sequence in the browser window, 
and choose the Settings option: 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For high definition, select the HDTV 720p (16:9) option for the Frame Size, and NTSC 
– CCIR 601 / DV (720x480) for the pixel aspect ratio. Under COMPRESSION: Select 
Apple Intermediate Codec: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: If you’re an expert at FCP and have played around with compression settings, 
by all means, use the settings you’re accustomed to and that work best for your 
photography, but otherwise, try sticking with these presets to best ensure a high quality 
photo output.  
 
IMPORTING YOUR AUDIO AND PHOTOS: 
This how-to-guide assumes that at this point, you should have had all your audio and 
photos edited and resized for web in Adobe Photoshop. But just to be sure, double 
check for the following: 
 

• Saved photos no larger than 72 dpi and the longest width of the photo 
exceeding 2600-3000 pixels. 

• Audio edited and saved in an *.mp3 format or other readable format by Final Cut 
Pro.  

 
In your MAIN MENU in Final Cut Pro. Go to FILE IMPORT  FILES. Locate all of 
your photos and your final edited audio file.  Click CHOOSE. 
 
At this point your files should be imported in your BROWSER.   
 
EDITING YOUR CLIPS: 



Double click your clips in the Browser, or drag the clip down to the timeline. 

If you want to use only part of the clip, you can set In and Out points in the Viewer, 
then drag the video down to the timeline. 

To edit clips in the timeline, you can use the Razor to cut a clip in half, or simply drag 
the beginning or end of the clip to where you want it. 

The best way to learn how to rearrange and edit the clips in the Timeline is to play 
around and experiment with different techniques to find out what they do. If you do 
something you don’t like, it’s easy to just go to Edit, then Undo.  

VOLUME: 
To change the volume of a clip, double-click its audio track in the timeline, then raise or 
lower the pink bar in the Viewer to raise or lower the volume. Make sure all your clips 
play at the same volume when you listen to it, which does not necessarily mean the 
pink bar will always be at the same place for all your clips. 

FADES AND EFFECTS: 
To add a fade or other effect, click the Effects tab in the Browser. Drag the effect you 
want down to the clip in the timeline. The most commonly used video effect is a Cross 
Dissolve, and the most commonly used audio effect is a Cross Fade. 

ADDING TEXT / LOWER THIRDS: 
To add text to your project, click the little “A in a film” icon at the bottom of the Viewer 
window, go to the Text menu, and select Verdana text you want to use for a crawl or 
lower third. To edit the text, click the Controls tab in the Viewer window. You can also 
change the font, size, color and many other things in this window. The lower third is 
flush left. 

RENDERING YOUR PROJECT 
It’s likely that there are little red or green lines hovering over your project in the 
timeline. This means that your images (or video) are not processed and need to be 
rendered. When you are finished editing, render the entire project by going to 
Sequence > Render All. Make sure the Timeline is selected before you do this). Final 
Cut will render your project. Depending on how complex and long the project is, 
rendering can take quite a while. 

EXPORTING HD VIDEOS FOR WEB: 
Since HD videos are shot in widescreen format, using the Quicktime conversion’s 
default Broadband Medium settings will result in a “squished” looking video.  Follow 
these steps to export your video and retain the proper aspect ratio: 

1. Click File> Export> Using Quicktime Conversion… 

2. Select Quicktime Movie in the Format dropdown menu and Broadband Medium in 
the Use menu 



3. Click the Options button (highlighted above). 

 
4. In the Movie Settings dialog box, click Size under the Video tab (highlighted above) 



5. In the Export Size dialog box, choose dimensions that are either HD or something 
above 720pixels wide.  
 
NOTE: If you are unsure of your export settings, it’s a safe bet to check the 
LETTERBOX option under the “Preserve aspect ratio using:” menu. This will help you 
prevent squishing of photos within the video. Otherwise, I think it looks best if you don’t 
have a LETTERBOX.  
 
6. Click OK in this window and all previous windows and then click Save as 
usual.  Your video should look something like this: 

 
 
NOTE: Saving, exporting or any other type of compression that you do in Final Cut will 
most likely take a long time, depending on how long your piece is. Be sure to account 
for this time at the end of the editing process. Often times when you test your final 



product, you see mistakes and need to go back and recompress, so be sure to view 
the final product on your CANVAS and avoid any mistakes before exporting.  
 

UPLOADING TO VIMEO.COM 

1. Go to vimeo.com 
2. Log in with your email address and password. 
3. Click Upload and click “Upload a Video” 

 
4. Click “Choose a file to upload…” and select the video file you compressed 

using Compressor from Final Cut Pro. 

 

5. It’ll take little while to upload. Put the title and description of your video. Also, 
please add “tags”: name of the neighborhood and anything else that apply to the 
content of the video. 



 

6. Click “save changes” once you are done. 

If you’re still stuck, try going ot the FAQ page with your questions: 
http://vimeo.com/help/faq 
 
 

HOW TO EMBED VIDEO TO WORDPRESS POST 

1. Log in to the class blog through wordpress.com. 
mmstorysp2012.wordpress.com. 

2. Create a new post by going under the Wordpress Icon. If you have multiple 
blogs, be sure to check the title menu to be sure you’re on the right blog.  

3. Enter a title for the new post.  
4. In the BODY of the post there are two tabs on the right hand corner labeled 

“VISUAL” and “HTML”. These are different ways that visually represent your 
post. Click the HTML tab. 

5. Enter the following bit of code:  [vimeo vimeo.com/######] 
6. Replace the ##### in the code with your VIMEO VIDEO ID.  

• To get video ID, go to your VIDEO page. 
The numbers after .com/ is your video ID. Copy that. 

 



Then go back to WordPress and paste the code in place of the ##### signs in the 
code. 

7. Preview your post to ensure proper playback. Then Publish it once you’re done. 
8. Pat yourself on the back on a job well done. 


