
 
JOU 3601- Section 002 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:30pm-4:50pm  
Tuttleman 9 
 
Prof. Neal Santos 
Office Hours: By appointment / After class  
Blog: http://mmstorysp2012.wordpress.com 
E-mail: neal@temple.edu 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 
This course will provide students with an opportunity to experiment with new ways of telling news 
stories that incorporate images, sound, text and audience participation on the Web. This course is 
designed to help prepare students for the Journalism Capstone course, Philadelphia 
Neighborhoods (JOU 4196). Therefore, students will be held to the highest standards regarding 
the level of research reflected in their projects, the accuracy of the information they gather, their 
appropriate use of sources, and their ability to adhere to AP Style. By the end of the semester, 
students will: 
 

• Become familiar with many of the ways in which journalists and news organizations use 
the Internet as a publishing platform 

• Become familiar with the process of producing multimedia packages for the Web 
• Understand some of the legal and ethical issues facing journalists working with digital 

tools in a networked environment like the Internet 
• Produce an audio slideshow on a common class theme. 
• Produce a Web video on a common class theme.  
• Learn how to structure a Web document with XHTML and CSS (Cascading Style 

Sheets). 
• Produce an interactive photo slideshow. 
• Produce a multimedia package. 
• Become familiar with Adobe Dreamweaver, a Web editor 
• Refamiliarize themselves with Final Cut Pro. 

 
REQUIRED TEXT 
 
This book is available online. Consider buying it used, it’s cheaper. 

 
• Briggs, Mark. JournalismNext. (CQPress). ISBN: 1604265604 

 
RECOMMENDED TEXTS AVAILABLE ON BOOKS 24/7 DATABASE 
AT THE LIBRARY 
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The following texts are technical reference manuals that you may access for free through the 
Temple Library. You must be on Temple’s campus or logged in to the Library to view these 
books. 

 
• The Focal Easy Guide to Final Cut Pro 7. Focal Press, 2010. 

http://library.books24x7.com.libproxy.temple.edu/toc.asp?bookid=36543 
• HTML, XHTML and CSS All-in-One Desk Reference for Dummies. John Wiley & Sons, 

2008. http://library.books24x7.com.libproxy.temple.edu/toc.asp?bookid=24372 
• Adobe Dreamweaver CS5 Classroom in a Book. Adobe Press, 2010. 

http://proquest.safaribooksonline.com.libproxy.temple.edu/9780321712998?uicode=temp
leu 

 
*LYNDA.COM ! 
 
If you already have some digital production skills, you might consider a monthly subscription to 
Lynda.com.  (http://lynda.com) For $25 per month, you get unlimited access to online video 
tutorials on every software package imaginable, and on basic Web production skills like 
XHTML/CSS. I recommend subscribing for a heavy production month towards the end of the 
semester, and you can cancel if you feel so inclined when the month is over. 

STORAGE MEDIA 
 
Students MUST purchase storage media for their production projects. Student files may not be 
left on the computers in Tuttleman or the Tech Center, The Student Work folder will be purged on 
a regular basis.  The choices for storage media include: 
 

• A portable USB drive. Get at least 2GB of storage (about $20 at Staples).  
• A portable hard drive. Get at least 100GB of storage (about $100 on Amazon).  

 
CLASS POLICIES 
 
Attendance – You must show up to class. Be here, and be mentally present. Both your physical 
and mental presence in class are essential. You will be expected to attend every class with the 
assigned work completed, and to contribute meaningfully to class discussion. One absence is 
allowed. Each additional absence will negatively affect your final grade through 
participation points. 
 
Deadlines – Journalism is a deadline oriented industry. There is no such thing as not meeting a 
deadline. Successfully meeting deadlines is an essential part of working with digital media. 
Therefore, late work will only be accepted in the case of a documented emergency or if 
circumstances are cleared with me prior to the due date. Late work submitted without prior 
approval will result in a 10% grade drop per each week it’s late. No exceptions. 
 
Teamwork – Some of the projects in this class require students to work in teams of two. While 
every student must produce his or her own work, partners are expected to provide technical, 
production and other forms of support. Twenty-five percent of your grade on team projects 
will be based on how your partner evaluates your contribution to his or her project. 

Plaigiarism - All work in this class is assumed to be yours, and composed of your original 
material, or material that you have permission to use. Research and sourcing is fundamental 
to story construction.  Quote attribution is basic. If you use images, audio or video that you did not 
create, you must GET PERMISSION FROM THE INSTRUCTOR AHEAD OF TIME and attribute 
them accordingly. Failure to cite material amounts to plagiarism, and you will fail the course. 

Sources - You must provide a list of sources when you hand in the Audio Slideshow, Web Video, 
Interactive Photo Story and Multimedia Package projects. The list should include the full name, 
telephone number and/or e-mail address of each source. Folding in outside story elements, 
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supporting video and research (off or online) are all part of solid story construction. But sourcing 
is fundamental. Attribution is basic to solid story construction. If you don’t reference the material, 
it amounts to plagiarism. You will fail the course.  
 
Anonymous Sources - If you cannot get someone’s full name, you cannot use that individual in 
a story. That means that people who provide only their first names cannot be used. Anonymous 
quotes may ONLY be used after consultation with the instructor. If someone will not provide you 
with his or her name, you CANNOT use that individual in your story.  
 
Factual Errors and Spelling Errors - All student projects, including scripts, must be free of 
errors of fact. Each factual error, or spelling error, will result in a 5-point deduction from the 
project final grade. Meticulous research, careful copyediting, and a thorough proofreading of final 
work, will usually catch any errors before the project is submitted for grading. 
 
MMSTORYSP2012 Blog - I’m using a Wordpress blog to post course notes, and students are 
expected to link their completed projects to the blog at http://mmstorysp2012.wordpress.com. 
Students are required to create a Wordpress account. 
 
Project Critiques - On the day that each project is due, students will take a few minutes to 
present their projects to the class, while their peers critique their work.  Critiques are to be given 
with respect and an open mind.   
 
Blackboard - This course will utilize Blackboard. Students are expected to log in regularly for 
announcements.  
 
Lab Time - You will need to schedule time to work on the computers outside of class. You should 
take advantage of the Tech Center to do your homework. The Macintosh section of the Tech 
Center has all of the software that we use in this class. Due to their scope, major projects are 
difficult to complete during class time. Plan accordingly. 
 
Respect – Social media of ANY KIND is not permitted during class time / lectures, unless we 
have open lab time. No Facebook, Twitter, GChat, Tumblr, etc. An environment of respect 
among students and the instructor is essential to the learning process. All students will be 
expected to respect the diversity of opinions and perspectives that comprise our learning 
community. Behavior that interferes with an environment of respect will not be tolerated. You 
should consider this an opportunity to work and learn in an environment of mutual respect.  
 
Special Needs. It is our desire that all students fully participate in our department’s curriculum, 
but we need your assistance. If you have a disability or a condition that compromises your ability 
to complete the requirements of this course, you must notify the instructor immediately. 
Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your needs.  
 
Digital Challenges - The digital medium presents many unique challenges. Learning to work with 
digital difficulties is part of learning to work with the digital medium. For best results, I recommend 
the following: 

• Back up all of your files.  
• Save your files often as you are working. 
• Complete your production projects prior to the due date and test them. 
• Pay close attention to all tutorials and take notes, even if you think you know the material. 
• Ask questions without hesitation if you do not understand a process.  

 
Online Resources – This class is rich in online resources to help you with the technical aspects 
of your projects. MSWord documents that provide details on basic image editing are available in 
the CONTENT area of Blackboard. The Library’s Books 24/7 database has many technical 
references that you can use for free. Often a simple Google search or Youtube tutorial will turn up 
some helpful information (ex: “How do I crop images in Photoshop?”). 
 

Open Lab Hours 
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Students should use the Tech Center to complete their assignments that are due outside of class. 
All computers in the Tech Center have Flash, Photoshop and Dreamweaver installed on them. 
There is a dedicated video lab in Tech Center, and many of the Mac computers have Final Cut 
Pro installed. The hours for the Tech Center are as follows: 
 

• Monday-Thursday - Open 24 hours 
• Friday - 12am-7:30pm 
• Saturday – 9am-6pm 
• Sunday – noon to 12am 

 
THE EQUIPMENT OFFICE 
 
Students may check out equipment on Monday, Wednesday or Friday afternoons. 
Monday checkouts are due on Wednesday morning. Wednesday checkouts are due on 
Friday morning. Friday checkouts are due on Monday morning. All students are expected 
to be familiar with the Equipment Room’s checkout policies, which can be seen here: 
https://sctportal.temple.edu/equipment/ 
 
What to Check Out 
 
Audio 

• The Olympus DS2 Digital Audio Recorder, available for checkout from the Equipment 
Office, is the approved audio recorder for this class. 

• Olympus WS-300 Digital Audio Recorder, available for checkout from the Equipment 
Office, is also approved. The WS-300 is listed as the DS3. 

• The use of an external microphone is mandatory. All of the DS2 kits come with an 
external microphone. Failure to use an external microphone will result in a 10 percent 
penalty. 

 
Digital Still Cameras 

• HP PhotoSmart 527 – Digital still camera, available for checkout from the Equipment 
Office. Look for it under HP527 in the Equipment Office reservation system. 

• Professional DSLRs  
• Student Cameras - Students may use their own digital still cameras, provided the 

cameras take photos at resolutions of 3MB or greater.  
• Cameraphone images, including iPhone images, are not acceptable. 

 
Video 

• The Panasonic DVC7 Digital Camcorder, available for checkout from the Equipment 
Office, is the approved video camera for this class.  

• Tripod – The DVC7 is an over-the-shoulder camera that does not require the use of a 
tripod. HOWEVER, students are encouraged to check out a lightweight tripod with the 
DVC7. Students must make every effort to stabilize the camera if it is used without a 
tripod. Failure to do so will result in a grade penalty.  

• Student Cameras - Students may use high-quality hand-held digital cameras. Students 
MUST use a tripod with these cameras. 

• The use of an external microphone is mandatory. You must check out a microphone 
and an XLR or XLR to mini cable, separately from the video camera. You may check out 
a DS2 kit if no microphones are available. Failure to use an external microphone will 
result in a 10 percent penalty. 
 

 
GRADING 
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We will create five major projects during the course of the semester. Because we have only a few 
projects, each one must reflect a serious commitment of time, energy and creativity.  
 
Class Participation– 100 points 
Participation includes regular attendance, on-time arrival to class and participation in class 
discussions. This includes posting required material to the class blog. 
 
Audio Slideshow – 100 points (due February 7) 
The first project will be an audio slideshow with text and images on the subject of “Making a 
Difference in Philadelphia.” The Audio Slideshow assignment includes the finished video, a 
storyboard, a Project Brief, a source list and a completed script. Students must publish their 
Audio Slideshow online and link it to the class blog.  
 
Web Video Project – 100 points (due February 28) 
The second project will be a Web video project on the subject of “Making a Difference in 
Philadelphia.” Every student will produce a video, but students will work in teams of two, each 
student helping the other with their videos. Part of your grade will be determined by the quality of 
the help you provide your partner. Students must publish their Web Story online and link it to the 
class blog. Students must submit a completed script, a Project Brief, and a source list to the 
instructor. This is a team project. 
 
CSS Hand-Coding Assignment 1 – 50 points (due March 15) 
Students will use XHTML and CSS to reformat some advice from the SEO Rapper. Students 
must link this work to the class blog. 
 
CSS Hand-Coding Assignment 2 – 50 points (due March 22) 
Students will re-design the Zen Garden page using CSS positioning. Students must link this work 
to the class blog. 
 
Interactive Photo Story – 100 points (due April 3) 
The Interactive Photo Story will consist of a series of 5-12 photographs, with captions, that the 
user navigates by pressing buttons. Students must hand-code the XHTML and CSS formatting for 
this project. Students must publish their Web Story online and link it to the class blog. Students 
must submit a Project Brief and a source list to the instructor. Students may use the Interactive 
Photo Story as a component of their Multimedia Package. 
 
Multimedia Package – 200 points (due May 3) 
The Final Multimedia Package will be a multi-page multimedia package published on the Web 
that includes a home page with a logo, a title, a tag line and a navigation bar. Students must 
produce three more pages that tell the story in a multimedia format. For one of the pages, 
students must write a 600-800-word article. For the other two pages, students may create videos, 
audio slideshows, interactive photo slideshows or other works of multimedia. You must hand in a 
Project Brief, a completed script, and a source list with your package. Students must hand-code 
the XHTML and CSS for this project. Students must publish their Web Story online and link it to 
the class blog.  

Extra Credit – Points TBD by Instructor 
Extra credit is available to all students to help raise their grade throughout the semester. I 
encourage students to obtain clips throughout the semester of any published multimedia story 
piece that is NOT PRODUCED IN ANY CLASS OR AN INTERNSHIP. This includes any 
multimedia piece published through a variety of news outlets. Extra credit must be approved 
ahead of time by the instructor. If you need help or guidance with pitching stories to editors, feel 
free to contact me. 
 
 
MAXIMUM POINTS POSSIBLE - 700 
 
All grading will be done on a point system, with a letter grade assigned at the end of the term 
based on points earned from a total of 800 points. Grades of Incomplete will be given only for 
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acceptable written medical reasons. You can calculate your final score as follows: 
 

92% and higher or 644 points and higher: A 
90-91% or 630-644 points:    A- 
88-89% or 616-630 points:   B+ 
82-87% or 574-616 points:   B 
80-81% or 560-574 points:    B- 
78-79% or 546-560 points:    C+ 
70-77% or 489-546 points:    C 
60-69% or 420-489 points:   D 
Below 60% or below 420 points:   F 

 
 

CLASS SCHEDULE 
 
WEEK 1 – January 17 & 19 
Day 1: Introductions. JOIN class blog: mmstorysp2012.wordpress.com. Intro to Audio 
Slideshows. 
 

Assignments 
• Create a WordPress account (https://en.wordpress.com/signup/?user=1). Send your 

instructor the e-mail address you registered with WordPress so that you can be 
added to the blog. (http://mmstorysp2012.wordpress.com).  

• Begin Audio Slideshow assignment. 
 
Reading 

• Journalism Next, Ch. 1-2 
• Final Cut Pro – The Interface 

 
WEEK 2 – January 24 & 26 
Photography and Audio for Audio Slideshows 
 

Assignments 
• Continue working on Audio Slideshow 
 
Reading 

• Journalism Next, Ch. 6-7 
• Final Cut Pro - Audio 

 
WEEK 3 –January 31 & February 2 
Final Cut Pro Refresher / Guest Lecturer NYT Photographer: Jessica Kourkounis 

 
Assignments 
• Complete Audio Slideshow. Upload to Vimeo and link your work to the 

MMStorySP2012 blog. Submit a Project brief and a script to the instructor. 
 

Reading 
• Journalism Next, Ch. 6-7 
• Final Cut Pro – Encoding and Output 

 
WEEK 4 –February 7 & 9 
AUDIO SLIDESHOW DUE BEFORE CLASS! 
Web Video 
 

Assignments 
• Work on Web Video 
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Reading 
• Journalism Next, Ch. 8 
• Final Cut Pro – Capture and Transfer; Organizing Footage 

 
WEEK 5 - February 14 & 16 
Video Production / Guest Lecturer Penn Videographer: Kurtis Sensenig  
 

Assignments 
• Continue working on Web Video.  

 
Reading 

• Journalism Next, Ch. 8 
• Final Cut Pro – Rendering; Media Management 

 
WEEK 6 - February 21 & 23 
FCP and Video 
 

Assignments 
• Complete Web Video. Upload your work to Vimeo and link to the blog. Submit a 

Project Brief and a script to the instructor. 
 

Reading 
• Final Cut Pro – Effects 

 
WEEK 7 – February 28 & March 1 
WEB VIDEO DUE BEFORE CLASS 
Introduction to Hand Coding 
 

Assignments 
• Complete Hand-Coding 1 assignment. It is due first class after Spring Break. 

 
Reading 

• HTML, XHTML and CSS – Books 1-2  
 
WEEK OF MARCH 5 – SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS 
 
WEEK 9 – March 13 & 15 
Hand-Coding XHTML and CSS 
HAND-CODING 1 ASSIGNMENT DUE ON 15TH 
 

Assignments 
• Complete Hand-Coding 2 Assignment. 

 
Reading 

• HTML, XHTML and CSS – Book 3  
 
WEEK 10 – March 20 & 22 
Using Dreamweaver to Create Sites with CSS 
HAND CODING 2 DUE ON 22ND 
 

Assignments 
• Begin work on Interactive Photo Story. 

 
Reading 

• HTML, XHTML and CSS – Books 1-3 
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WEEK 11 - March 27 & 29 
Using Dreamweaver to Create Sites with CSS 
 

Assignments 
• Complete Interactive Photo Story and post it to the MMSTORYSP2012 blog. 

 
Reading 
• Dreamweaver CS5 – Ch. 1-6 

 
WEEK 12 – April 3 & 5 
INTERACTIVE PHOTO STORY DUE BEFORE CLASS 
Using Dreamweaver to Create Sites with CSS 
 

Assignments 
• Begin work on Multimedia Package. 
 
Reading 
• Dreamweaver CS5, Ch. 9-11 

 
WEEK 13 – April 10 & 12 
In-Class Workshop for Multimedia Package / guest lecturers Newsworks reporter / NEAST Philly 
founder: Shannon MacDonald and Technically Philly founder: Brian James Kirk. 
 

Assignments 
• Continue working on Multimedia Package 

 
WEEK 14 – April 17 & 19 
Field and reporting week. 
  

Assignment 
• Continue working on Multimedia Package 

 
WEEK 15 – April 24 & 26 
In-Class Workshop for Multimedia Package 
 
Assignment 

• Continue work on your Multimedia Package 
 
WEEK 16 – May 1st 
In-Class Workshop for Multimedia Package 
 

Assignment 
• Complete your Multimedia Package.  
• Post a link to your completed Multimedia Package to the MMStorySP2012 blog. Submit a 

Project Brief and a script to the instructor. 
 

FINAL EXAM – Tuesday, May 3, 3:30pm-4:50pm, Tuttleman 9 
Multimedia Package Presentation + Critique 


